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Corso teorico pratico, avanzato, di

Francesco De Luca ecocardiografia neonatale e pediatrica
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Saturday 8 May 1999

Time for evidence based medical education

Tomorrow'’s doctors need m]‘bmmd educators not amatewr tutors

...Many clinical teachers think they will not understand educational
research anyway. Educational theory has not figured in medical
training...“There was none of this gobbledegook in my day, yet |
learnt medicine well. | know about medical education. I’'m not going
to change.”...
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Premessa

Nel periodo neonatale, quando e necessario un
controllo ecocardiografico, esso ha spesso
carattere di urgenza ed in molte sedi la

posizione geografica della struttura o
I'organizzazione interna non consente la pronta
disponibilita di un cardiologo pediatra.
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J L'utilizzazione di consulenti provenienti dal servizio
di ecocardiografia degli adulti e spesso inadeguato.

J Sarebbe quindi auspicabile che il neonatologo
potesse sviluppare una conoscenza specifica

dell’'ecocardiografia, cosi come ha fatto per altri settori
dell’ultrasonografia.

1 Cio allo scopo di essere in grado di riconoscere,
almeno nei punti essenziali, quelle cardiopatie che
POSSONO rappresentare un‘emergenza neonatale.
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Echocardiography on the neonatal unit:

a job for the neonatologist or the cardiologist?

Arch Dis Child 1998;78:401-407
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Conclusions: Echocardiography on the
neonatal unit has a high yield for the
diagnosis of structural and functional
cardiac abnormalities, often results in a
change in clinical management, and can
be a reliable tool in the hands of

heonatologists.

Arch Dis Child Fetal Neonatal 2003;88:F287—-F291
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Le componenti essenziali di
qualunque programma di “training”
includono l'opportunita di sviluppare
“praticamente” le competenze nel
settore dell’ecocardio neonatale,
anche attraverso la partecipazione a
CORSI dedicati. Ogni unita neonatale
dovrebbe dedicare delle sessioni
cliniche riservate all’ecocardiografia,
con discussione di casi tipici.

In stretta collaborazione con i
cardiologi pediatri, e essenziale il
confronto sulle immagini eco e
sugli aspetti clinici che guidano
alla diagnosi.

Pediatrics vol.115 Gennaio 2005

Consider whether you will perform this procedure often enough to acguire
and maintain a basic set of skills.

Attend a formal course in echocardiography and decide on the level of
expertise you wish to acquire.

If wvou wish to diagnose heart disease accurately, seek a training fellowship
or placement within a pediatric cardiac center.

When you begin practice, keep a log of your scans, and ask a mentor to
discuss and audit your progress.

Perform a clinical examination prior to echocardiography. If the
echocardiographic findings do not fit the clinical picture, request a
cardiology review. Always check the femaral or foot pulses.

Refer any child who has suspected or confirmed structural congenital heart
disease for expert cardiology review.

It may be safer to initiate prostaglandin therapy on the basis of clinical
suspicion rather than delaying treatment while a noncardiologist performs
echocardiography.

Do not hesitate to rescan with an open mind if an infant's clinical signs
unexpectedly persist or change.

Record all scans, audit your performance, and reassess any diagnostic
inaccuracies.

Know your limits: If you are not certain of the diagnosis, obtain a second
opinion before altering management on the basis of the scan.

Establish a standard pro forma (if you forget to check something. go back
and check!). Title the report *Meonatal Cardiac or Hemodynamic
Assessment” or similar to avoid the impression that pediatric cardiologist
echocardiography has been performed, which could delay referral later for
clinical signs of cardiac disease.

Always write a full report and be careful to state if you consider heart
disease has been excluded.
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@ European Journal of Echocardiography (2011) 12, 715-736 EXPERT CONSENSUS STATEMENT

doi:10.1093/ejechocard/jer181
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Targeted Neonatal Echocardiography

in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit: Practice
Guidelines and Recommendations for Training

Writing group of the American Society of Echocardiography (ASE)
in collaboration with the European Association of Echocardiography
(EAE) and the Association for European Pediatric Cardiologists
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Seminars in Fetal & Neonatal Medicine

journal homepage: www.elsevier.com/locate/siny

Seminars in Fetal & Neonatal Medicine 16 (2011) 50—60

Neonatologist-performed functional echocardiography in the neonatal
intensive care unit

= Riconoscere cardiopatie organiche

= Studiare la funzione ventricolare sn del neonato
critico

= Studiare 1l dotto nel grave prematuro

= Studiare I’1pertensione polmonare persistente

= Valutare il corretto posizionamento dei cateteri
centrali
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& '3 COLLABORAZIONE NEONATOLOCG

* |n caso di sospetto di cardiopatia strutturale
 Discussione di casi complessi

* Formazione e aggiornamento anche all’interno

dell’U.O. stessa.
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Fondatore, insieme al prof. Frigiola,
dell’associazione
Bambini Cardiopatici nel Mondo
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